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Jesus Collective
John 6:63 “The Words that I have spoken 

to you are spirit and life.”



Reading the Bible for Christ-centered 
preaching
To claim Scripture as authoritative is 
only the beginning:

What do I do with it?
Where do I go with it?

What is hardest for you?
Where do you get stuck?
What are the expectations on you in 
terms of how you should preach?



Scripture itself provides the remedy for the 
preacher’s dilemma.  



Double-movement of the Spirit’s use of Scripture.
What does Scripture do v. what does Scripture mean?

The dual function of the biblical narratives is to: 
1. Create a people with an identity disclosed to them in 

the narrative  
2. Form them as people capable of hearing and living 

that story.
3. Both happen in and through Jesus Christ.



Hear this, all you peoples; 
hearken, all you who dwell in 
the world, you of high degree 
and low, rich and poor 
together. (Ps. 49:1)



What do we do with Scripture?
We put ourselves in a position to let it do something with us.

Where do we go with it for Christ-centered preaching?
We  let Scripture lead us along the path the Spirit’s use of it 
has worn through the centuries. The path we are called to 
follow.  



The movement of Scripture in the Spirit’s hands

1. Sight: Attentiveness to the text and the One who stands at its 
centre, Jesus Christ.

2. Hearing: Listening to God’s personal and corporate address of us.

3. Recognition: Seeing the identity God creates in us in his Word, as 
his people, the church.

4. Recognizing how we live this identity in obedience & creativity in this 
sinful & broken world.



Six Questions to bring to the Scripture for Christ-like preaching

1. From attentiveness to the scriptural text (What do I see?)

2. To its center and completion, Jesus Christ (Whom do I see?)

3. To Christ’s address to us personally (What does he say to me?)

4. To Christ’s address to us as the church (What does he say to us?)

5. To describing the identity Christ offers the church and disciples (What does he 
say about us?)

6. To describing ways we, the church, inhabit our identity in Christ for and in a 
radically disobedient world (What does this look like?)



• We read all of Scripture by the rule of mutual corporate subjection. 
This is the shape of Jesus’ own sacrifice of love.

• We put ourselves in a position to be addressed and probed by 
Scriptures’ two-edged sword, Jesus Christ.

• We listen not only as a Word to us but as a Word to our 
congregation, a Word to the church.



This is the spiritual practice that 
lies at the heart of preaching: 
putting ourselves in a position to 
be addressed, probed, and 
dissected by a scriptural text, so 
that through one’s own preaching 
on it, the text can intrude upon 
God’s people with grace and 
power.”

• Thomas Breidenthal John 4:  1-32 Woman at the Well



• Witness:  Attentively reads Scripture and witness to the 
God who acts in and through it.

• Confessor: The one the preacher has testified to—the 
living God who raises the dead—calls forth a response.

• Theologian: Speaks of the shared identity received in 
Christ for the sake of the world.



Six Questions to bring to the Scripture for Christ-like preaching

1. From attentiveness to the scriptural text (What do I see?)

2. To its center and completion, Jesus Christ (Whom do I see?)

3. To Christ’s address to us personally (What does he say to me?)

4. To Christ’s address to us as the church (What does he say to us?)

5. To describing the identity Christ offers the church and disciples (What does he 
say about us?)

6. To describing ways we, the church, inhabit our identity in Christ for and in a 
radically disobedient world (What does this look like?)



Practice: Mark 1:40–45 & 1 Cor. 9:24–27 ESV

40 And a leper[h] came to him, imploring him, 
and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can 
make me clean.” 41 Moved with pity, he stretched 
out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I 
will; be clean.” 42 And immediately the leprosy 
left him, and he was made 
clean. 43 And Jesus[i] sternly charged him and 
sent him away at once, 44 and said to him, “See 
that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show 
yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing 
what Moses commanded, for a proof to 
them.” 45 But he went out and began to talk 
freely about it, and to spread the news, so that 
Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but 
was out in desolate places, and people were 
coming to him from every quarter.

24 Do you not know that in a race all the 
runners run, but only one receives the prize? 
So run that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete 
exercises self-control in all things. They do it to 
receive a perishable wreath, but we an 
imperishable. 26 So I do not run aimlessly; I do 
not box as one beating the air. 27 But I 
discipline my body and keep it under 
control,[a] lest after preaching to others I myself 
should be disqualified.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24252h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24255i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%209:24-27&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28551a


Practice: John 11: 38-44 ESV

Jesus Raises Lazarus
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, 
came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take 
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the 
dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this 
time there will be an odor, for he has 
been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to 
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed 
you would see the glory of God?” 41 So 
they took away the stone. 

Jesus lifted up his eyes and 
said, “Father, I thank you that you have 
heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear 
me, but I said this on account of the 
people standing around, that they may 
believe that you sent me.” 43 When he 
had said these things, he cried out with a 
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The 
man who had died came out, his hands 
and feet bound with linen strips, and his 
face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to 
them [the crowd], “Unbind him, and let 
him go.”
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