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Our Agenda For Today
1. Understanding Jesus-centricity and centred-set spirituality
2. The problem with Bible-based preaching
3. The irony of using the Bible to follow Jesus 
4. How Jesus elevates his authority and his words above the rest of 

Scripture
5. Teaching truth so that love and unity are the constant by-product
6. Teaching for the “take out” (Closing the gap)
7. Tips, Tricks, & Techniques (group sharing)
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JESUS

Bounded set     vs.    Centred set
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The Western Idolatry of Words

Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them 
before God against quarreling about words; it is of no 
value, and only ruins those who listen. 

~The apostle Paul (2 Timothy 2:14)

Arguments about words are a religious temptation.

NOTE: The gospels were written in Greek, but...
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TRUTH

The Bible is to us what the 
star was to the wise men.
 ~Thomas Adams
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Examples of Jesus Breaking the Rules

• Dietary laws (Mark 7)
• Divorce laws (Matthew 19)
• Sabbath laws (John 5)
• Retaliation laws  (Matthew 5; Luke 6)
• Oath laws (Matthew 5)
• Leprosy laws (Matthew 8)



It’s All Greek To Me
“17 Do not think that I have come to abolish [kataluo = to untie or unhitch] the 
Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill [pleroo = to fill 
up; to complete] them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, 
not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from 
the Law [VS Matthew 24:35], until everything is accomplished [ginomai = to 
become]. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands 
and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of 
heaven.

~ Jesus (Matthew 5:17-20)



Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will never pass away.

~ Jesus (Matthew 24:35)



[16] Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go. [17] When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 
[18] Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. [19] Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] and 

teaching them… 

to obey    everything     I

have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, 

to the very end of the age.”

~ Jesus (Matthew 28)



The Birth of the New Covenant

•  John the Baptist prepares the way
•  Jesus’ incarnation initiates the shift
•  Jesus’ teaching and life model how it will be
•  Jesus’ crucifixion cuts the covenant
•  Jesus’ resurrection affirms the covenant
•  Pentecost empowers the covenant
•  The temple destruction closes the way back
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Unity as Fact:
For he himself is our peace, who has made the two 

groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing 
wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with 

its commands and regulations. His purpose was to 
create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus 

making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of 
them to God through the cross, by which he put to 

death their hostility. (Ephesians 2:14-16)

In Christ we, though many, form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others.

(Romans 12:5 | 1 Corinthians 12:13 | Galatians 3:28-29)



Unity as Fight:

Make every effort 
to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. 

(Ephesians 4:3)



When Should We Divide???
1. A Different Jesus 

1 John 2:18-23; 2 John 7-11

2. A Different Gospel  
Galatians 1:6-9; (Revelation 1:8-9)

3. An Abuse of Grace  
Matt 18:15-17; 1 Cor 5; 2 Thess 3:14-15; Jude 3-7

4. A Divisive Disposition  
Rom 16:17; 1 Cor 5:11; Titus 3:10; 3 John 9-11; (Jude 16-19)



When Should We NOT Divide?
◈ Calvinism vs Arminianism vs Open 

Theism
◈ Baptism – ages and approaches
◈ Nature of the Eucharist
◈ Gifts of the Spirit
◈ Women in Leadership
◈ Just War vs Pacifism
◈ Sabbath, Head Coverings, Tattoos 
◈ Young Earth vs Old Earth
◈ Bible Prophecy / Role of Israel

◈ Styles of worship: Liturgical, Traditional, 
Contemporary, Charismatic

◈ Dressing up/down/plain for church
◈ Inerrancy/Authority of Scripture
◈ Atonement theories/models
◈ Alcohol and Weed
◈ Entertainment / Politics 
◈ Same Sex Marriage and Transgender
◈ What would you add?



What Unites Us
◈ Jesus is the centre
◈ Jesus is the Messiah
◈ Jesus is the Son of God
◈ Jesus is the Word of God in Person 

    (discovered in the Bible – the Word of God in print)
◈ Jesus is the 2nd person of the Trinity
◈ Jesus is the source of our salvation
◈ Jesus is Lord
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How much we know How much we apply

Our Hypocrisy Gap
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Tips, Tricks, and Techniques
1. Teach with the fruit of the Spirit. (Avoid angry preaching.)
2. Share your own examples of changing/growing perspectives.
3. Make up illustrations. (God’s grace is bigger than our buckets.)
4. Teach multiple Christian views while advocating for your church’s 

particular view.
5. Pray for, partner with, and learn from other churches. 
6. Bake “Q & A” into your teaching. 
7. Tether teaching to action. (e.g. Home Churches, Huddles, & Hubs)
8. Speak their love language (e.g. the Bible)
9. Partner with pastors for sermon feedback.
10. Remember this is a privilege and you are growing. 



Q & Eh?
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